
From the Principal’s Desk 

It is good to be back after a 
wonderful trip to Scandinavia.  A 
beautiful part of the world!  Thank 
you to Marg Askew, Adele Brice 
and Cindy Norman who filled in so 
capably in my absence.   
 
 
 
This week we celebrate ES Staff 
Week – a great opportunity to 
acknowledge and thank all of our 
Education Support Staff who do 
such an amazing job supporting our 
teachers, students and families.  
Thank you to Cheri, Kerry and 
Lesley who run the engine room of 
our school – the office – so 
efficiently and always with a smile. 
 

We appreciate everything you do 
every day to meet everyone’s needs 
and keep our school running 
smoothly.  To our integration aides 
and teacher aides – Maureen, Dimi, 
Lisa, Liz, Jan, Georgette, Michelle, 
Wendy, Sarah, Tori – thank you for 
the wonderful work you do with 
our students and the support you 
provide to us all.  We couldn’t do it 
without you! 
 
 
 

 

Gala Ball Thank You 

Our recent disco themed Gala Ball 
was a huge success thanks to the 
hard work of the organising team - 
Sharmini Philp, Rennae and  
Dean Rackley, Renee and  
Travis Reid, Jeanette Morriss,  
Jodie Winterton and Deb Couzens, 
who worked tirelessly to ensure it 
was a great fund raising event for 
our school.   

 

 

2018 
TERM 3 
 
AUGUST 
15th Senior Hooptime—Kilsyth 

20th L1/2 —Gymnastics 
 L5—Personality Dimensions 
22-24th L3/4 Camp Weekaway 

22nd Prep Excursion— 

   Healesville Sanctuary 

24th L5/6 Out There—Clifford Park 

25th WPPS FARMER’S MARKET 

27th L1/2 —Gymnastics 
 Whole School Cyber Safety  
   Workshops 
 Parent Cyber Safety Workshop 

   6.30pm 

28th L3/4 Clifford Park-MIT 

29th CURRICULUM DAY 

30th District Athletics 
31st Father’s Day Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 
2nd FATHER’S DAY 

3rd Prep Concert—Mt Lilydale MC  
4th L5–Self Regulation 

5th Prep 2019 Transition #2 

6th L5–Self Regulation 

7th Whole School Indonesian  
  Incursion 

10th L5/6 Out There—Clifford Park 

11th L5—Self Regulation 

12th Pre-School Storytime #2 

15th VICTORIAN STATE    
   SCHOOLS SPECTACULAR 

 

16th August, 2018 — ISSUE 11   WEEK 5 

A very special thank you to Rennae 
and Dean Rackley who generously 
offered, for the second year in a 
row, their beautiful venue,  
Vue On Halcyon.  We are very 
grateful for your support.   
 
A huge thank you also to our  
sponsors for their generous  
support – 
Gold Sponsors:   
   * Safeguard Life 
   * Nathan Burkett Design 
   * Botanic Horticulture 
Silver Sponsors: 
   * DMC drainage -  
       Deb and Dan Couzens 
   * Freightnet x 2 -  
       Dinnison & Hancock families 
   * Auselectrical -  
        Warren and Jules Phelan 
   * The True East -  
         Carly and Ryan Hallihan 
   * Hello World -  
         Bryan and Anita Doensen 
   * Hair by Nature -  
         Adam Costin & Ross Licitra  
    * Eastern Subaru -  
          Jess & Luke Tabone  
    * Foodworks -  
         Fred Silwany 
    * Give My Brand Love -  
         Minogue Family 
    * Fletchers Manningham -  
         Robyn Waterbury 
 
 

Notices /  
Replies Due Back 
 

• L3/4 Camp 

• P-6 Cyber Safety Workshop 

• P-6 Indonesian Incursion 

• Prep—Healesville Sanctuary 

Diary Dates 



From the Principal’s Desk cont... 

Your support of our school is greatly appreciated. And finally, to all of our parents and teachers  
who donned their disco gear and hit the dance floor – thank you for making the night such a great success. 
Over $11,000 was raised to go towards completing two important outdoor projects – the cubby building area 
and the storage shed for our Farmer’s Markets and sports equipment storage. 
 

Professional Learning Communities 
Around 400 schools across Victoria were successful in joining a DET initiative called Professional Learning 
Communities. The purpose of the initiative is to build the capacity of teachers to lead the process of inquiry with 
all teachers in a school in order to improve outcomes for students.  The focus of these inquiries will be  
identified in our Annual Implementation Plan and may have a literacy, numeracy or other focus such as learner 
agency.  This initiative, along with our involvement in the Primary Maths and Science Specialist Initiative, are exciting  
opportunities for our teachers to develop the knowledge and skills to lead improvement in our school. 
 
Transition Update – Welcome to our 2019 Preps 
Last week our 2019 preps had their first transition session and did an amazing job settling in to be 
big school people!  We also recently ran our first Storytime session – another lovely opportunity for 
pre-schoolers to come and visit our school. We look forward to seeing everyone at our next   
transition session and Storytime session in September. 
 
Curriculum Highlights 
There are always so many great learning experiences happening for our students.  Our recent Athletics Day was a 
great success, with beautiful weather adding to the enjoyment! Thank you to Sean Holland and Sharmini Philp and 
our teachers, ES staff and parent helpers for helping to make the day such a success. Congratulations to our  
Netball Girls on a great effort at the recent Netball Championships. What a great experience!  And congratulations 
to our Grade 5/6 and Grade 3/4 students who are showing resilience and endeavor as they learn new skills 
through their Challenge Based Learning work at our local Clifford Park – a perfect venue for our Big Idea of  Survival.  The 
5/6s are honing many skills as they make billy carts, complete orienteering courses, create culinary delights on a campfire and 
learn valuable knowledge about the local environment.  Our Grade 3/4s are also making use of Clifford Park as they explore 
the challenges of hut building, first aid and other skills and knowledge they will need to help them survive while they wait to be 
rescued after a plane crash scenario!  How fortunate are we to have such a wonderful venue so close to our school that  
provides access to the Yarra River, beautiful bushland and basic facilities.  We will continue to look at ways that all of our  
students can benefit from learning in an ‘outdoor classroom’. 
 
New Concrete Path access to the 3/4 Building 
Recently a new concrete pathway has been completed along the edge of the oval to make access to the 3/4 
learning community and BER easier for all students coming in from the Lantana Drive side of the school.   
A new concrete parking bay and fencing will be completed shortly to improve wheelchair access to the 3/4 
building and the BER.  I would like to extend our thanks to Mark Marasco, one of our Grade 1 parents and 
John Grasso for all their hard work to get the job done so promptly and expertly. We really appreciate your support! 
 
2018 Parent Opinion Survey  
A number of families have been randomly selected to participate in the 2018 Parent Opinion Survey via email.   
Each year the school conducts an opinion survey amongst a sample of the school community. If you have been 
randomly selected and invited to participate could you please complete the survey by Sunday 26 August 2018.  
 
Chirnside Park  School Rewards Competition 
Our school has registered for the Local School Rewards competition for a chance to win a share of $11,000  
in school community grants.   Simply shop at Chirnside Park Shopping Centre any time from now until  
23rd September, load your own receipts by registering online; visit the customer service desk and register 
(where all receipts will be entered on the shopper’s behalf) or return to your school where receipts will be logged in bulk under 
Wonga Park Primary School. 
 
Traffic Flow 
To help with traffic flow, Davis Road East has now been sealed and may provide an  
alternative route to school along Paynters or Jumping Creek Road. 
 
 
Regards 
Julie 



Around The School... 

 

DOGS ON SCHOOL PREMISES 
 
Purpose: 
 

Wonga Park Primary School’s primary care is to our students, staff and the wider community.  
All members of the school should feel safe while on school grounds. The school is part of a 
community where the benefits of pet ownership are valued. Some dogs can pose a threat to 
members of the school community. Some children have a fear of dogs.  Dog owners and/or  
handlers have a responsibility to minimise the risk of harm to students, teachers and the wider 
community.   
 

 

Guidelines: 
• Dogs, with their owners, and/or handlers, should remain outside of the school grounds.  

This does not include dogs specifically trained to enhance mobility or disability.  

• The principal may make an exception to allow animals, including dogs, onto school  
        premises. 

• The Principal will have absolute discretion as to whether any dog is to be banned from the 
school.  

 

Implementation: 
• Dogs are to be on a leash and under the control of adults at all times, outside the school  
     ground 

• Dogs are to be kept away from high traffic areas and school entrances 

• Dogs are not to be secured to gates or barriers near the entrances to the school or high traffic 

     areas. 
• A dog education program may be implemented for Junior school students 

• Aggressive dogs (to humans and other dogs) are not to be brought to the school.  
     This includes nervous dogs and fear biters. 
• The relevant authority will be notified if a dog is found unattended on the school premises 

• The relevant authority will be notified if there is an incident with a dog on the school  
     premises. 
 

Any faeces deposited by a dog on or around school grounds are to be immediately removed from 
the area, by the dog owner, as per local by laws. 
 
Date Ratified by School Council: 14/8/17 
 

REVIEW 
Teaching staff will be responsible for the implementation and evaluation of this policy.   

This policy will be reviewed by the school council at least every 5 years, or earlier in special 

circumstances, and is scheduled for review in 2022. 

Wonga Park Primary 
School Policy Manual 
  

700 RESOURCES POLICIES  
ADMINISTRATION 

718 Dogs on School Premises 

Page:    1 of 1 
            Issue:     2.0 
            Date:     Aug 2017 



 
 
 
 
 

Helpers are needed for Term 3 classes.  
Please sign up here SAKG HELPER SIGN UP  
or email wongakitchengarden@gmail.com  

Around The School... 



 

Music News 
 
 
 

 
 
Our students attended their first massed choir rehearsal two weeks ago at the Melbourne Town Hall and  
rehearsed with 1200 singers. It was lots of fun and we ran through the 13 songs that we had been practising 
at home and at school. 
 
Last week we had a rehearsal with the Croydon Hills Primary School students and Rob Latham who is the 
principal voice coach for the State School Spectacular. This rehearsal was really helpful and lots of fun too. 
The next massed choir rehearsal will be on the 22nd of August and this time the lead singers, backing  
vocalists, band and choreographer will be working with us as well. 
 
Thank you to Jocelyn Hollyman and Sarah Jeffery who helped out at the Melbourne Town Hall rehearsal and 
to Jen Waite, Sarah Jeffery, Jocelyn Hollyman and Julie Evans (and grandpa) for driving the students to and 
from the Croydon Hills Primary School rehearsal. 
Here are some photos of last two week’s rehearsals: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to purchase tickets at Ticketek for this fabulous event that will be held at Hisense Arena on  
Saturday the 15th of September. 
 
Adult:                          $40 

Concession:                $30 

Child Under 15:           $20 

Buy 10 tickets and get one adult ticket free (The 11th ticket is free).  
For group bookings, please call 1300 364 001. 
 
 
 

 
 

Prep Concert Monday 3
rd
 of September  

 
Don’t forget that our preps are performing at Mount Lilydale College on Monday the  
3rd of September along with our choir, sports aerobics teams and soloists. Tickets will go on 
sale very soon. 
 
 

Around The School... 



Around The School... 

WONGA PARK FARMERS’ MARKET  
 
The July market was abuzz with market goers. It was great to see local faces there as 
well as many visitors from further away (as far as Heathmont, Preston and  
Kalorama by reports).  
 
Plenty of  stalls are booked in for August 25 (and the Italian hot jam donuts will be back!). Veggies, 
apples, eggs, honey, bacon, curries, bread, cakes, plants, jewellery, handmade soap and beauty  
products (100% natural), wine, beer, cider and more. For an up to date stallholder list, go to  
MARKET STALLHOLDER LIST 

 
JUMPING CASTLE SPONSORS – HOSKINS CARPET GALLERY 
Thank you to the Hoskins family, whose business, Hoskins Carpet Gallery, sponsored the jumping 
castle for this month. I know all of  the children (and their parents) love being able to jump for free, 
courtesy of  this generous sponsorship.  

 
 
 
 
 
HELPERS 
Thank you also to our market committee and to everyone else who helped with  
preparations and on market day. It is only possible to run the market with your support 
– so, THANK YOU! It’s a great help having students to collect gold coin donations at 
the gate, too.   If  you are able to help at one of  the upcoming markets, please sign up 
here MARKET HELPER SIGN UP or email won-
gaparkfm@gmail.com  
 
UPCOMING MARKET DATES: 
Saturday August 25 
Saturday September 22  

Saturday October 27 – TWILIGHT MARKET 3pm – 9:30pm (TBC)  
This will be a big one! 
Saturday November 24  
December and January – no market 
 
 



Around The School... 

PENCILS FOR THE  
COMMUNITY 

Sierra L— from 2B is collecting 
for Project Pencils. 
 

If you can help, please send along 
any items no longer wanted to the 
office. Thank you! 

 
 

 



Happy Birthday to the following 
students who celebrated  
their Birthdays during ,  

past and upcoming week and  
holiday break: 

 

Mitchell D, Zoe P,  
Charlee B, Lucas G,  
Mia Mac, Jemma E,  
Madeline G, Milly S,  
Riley K, Mischa G,  
Heath S, Amelia S,  

Ava Mac 

 & Arabella B. 
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Our Transi
on Program starts with Story
me for children at three year old kinder. 

The dates and 
mes are as follows – 

Session 1   –    Wednesday 1st August, 2018    -   11.40 am – 12.40 pm 

Session 2   –    Wednesday 12th September, 2018   -   11.40 am – 12.40 pm 

Session 3   –    Wednesday 24th October, 2018   -   11.40 am – 12.40 pm 

Session 4   –    Wednesday 5th December, 2018   -   11.40 am – 12.40 pm  

RSVP essen	al — Limited Spaces  -  9722 1325   wonga.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Wonga Park Primary School, Dudley Road, Wonga Park.  Ph. 9722 1325 
www.wongapark.vic.edu.au  wonga.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

The dates and 
mes are as follows – 

Session 1 
Wednesday  8th August, 2018   9.00 am – 11.00 am  (Bring play lunch) 

Session 2 
Wednesday  5th September, 2018  9.00 am – 11.00 am  (Bring play lunch) 

Session 3 
Wednesday  17th October, 2018  9.00 am – 11.00am  (Bring play lunch) 

Session 4 
Wednesday 28th November, 2018  9.00 am – 1.00 pm (Bring Playlunch & Lunch) 
 

Children do not need to be enrolled at our school to a�end the first transi
on session.   

Parents are not required to stay during the session. Children bring along their healthy morning tea snack and 

drink in a named container/bag.    Please note  —  we are a NUT SAFE school.  

Wonga Park Primary SchoolWonga Park Primary SchoolWonga Park Primary SchoolWonga Park Primary School    
                        Choosing a School for Your ChildChoosing a School for Your ChildChoosing a School for Your ChildChoosing a School for Your Child    


