
From the Principal’s Desk DiaryDates 

The year has started very smoothly 
with grades very settled and the 
important work of building a safe 
and connected learning classroom 
environment well underway.  The 
investment of time in these first 
few weeks of setting up routines 
and expectations and learning more 
about each other (including 
knowing everyone’s name in the 
class) is crucial for a successful year 
ahead.  Our Tribes process 
underpins all of this work with 
agreements of Mutual Respect, 
Attentive Listening, Appreciation/
No Put Downs, The Right to Pass/
Participate and Personal Best.  We 
value this process highly and all of 
our new teachers and ES staff are 
currently undertaking the 24 hours 
of training in Tribes training, so 
that all of our staff can use this 
knowledge to help build a rich and 
supportive learning environment 
for students.  They are great 
agreements to use at home too! 
 

 
 
 
 

Shortly, families will receive our 
updated Student Wellbeing and 
Anti-Bullying brochures. I would 
encourage families to read through 
the documents and discuss them 
with your children.  All of the 
adults in a child’s life, their parents, 
families, teachers, friends, are all 
important role models of behavior.   
Children are like little sponges, and 
they learn lots about how to deal 
with the ups and downs in life by 
watching us.   

 

 
 

 

2018 
 

MARCH 
2nd L5/6 Inter School Sport 
  Vs Yarra Road PS 

5th Leadership Badge Assembly 

  9.00am—BER 

 General Assembly 2.45pm 

 Division Swimming Carnival 
6th Colour Run 

 L4 Self Regulation 

8th L3 Self Regulation 

9th L5/6 Inter School Sport  
   Vs Mullum PS 

12th LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

15th L3 Self Regulation 

16th L5/6 Int Sc Sp Vs Park Orchards 
 Eastern Region Swimming  
19th Prep Ipad Information Session 

20th       L4 Self Regulation 

21st       Whole School Photo 

22nd      L3 Self Regulation 

23rd       L1A/2A Kew Traffic School 
              Eastern Met Region Tennis 
24th WP FARMERS’ MARKET 

26th L1B/2B Kew Traffic School 
 L6 Young Leaders’ Day 

27th L1C/2C Kew Traffic School 
 L4 Self  Regulation 

29th L3 Self Regulation 

 LAST DAY TERM ONE 

 EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30PM 

30th GOOD FRIDAY 
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One of the strengths of our school 
is our sense of community and one 
of the things that I repeatedly hear 
from people is that our school ‘just 
has a lovely ‘feel.  This ‘feel’ is our 
culture of care and respect.   
A culture doesn’t happen ‘by 
chance’ and it is created and  
maintained through intentional 
work and effort. Everyone who is a 
part of our community has helped 
create this great community but we 
also all have a responsibility to keep 
nurturing what we have, so that our 
community continues to flourish.  

Notices /  
Replies Due Back 
 

 
• L3/4 Self Regulation 

• L6 Young Leaders Day 

• L5/6 Camp 

• Warrandyte Duck Race 

• L1/2 Kew Traffic School 

• Hot X Bun Orders 

 
 
 
 

1st of May, 
Hats off day. 

But always remember, 
Hats on again in September. 

 

A reminder the first day of Spring,  
we follow the Sunsmart policy and all 

children MUST wear a hat.  
 

NO HAT, NO PLAY 
 



From the Principal’s Desk cont... 

Along with the student brochures, families will also receive the Department of Education ‘Statement of 
Values’ document that outlines the Rights and Responsibilities of all members of our school community – 
DET, the principal, teachers & support staff, students, parents and  community members.  It is another  
important document to read and share with your family as what is outlined within it, are the ways everyone 
can support our community to flourish.  Teachers will be using  this document with students to reinforce expectations around 
behaviour. It will also guide our expectations of  behaviour for adults in our community.  This introductory statement  
summarises the intent of the document, and in particular the last paragraph captures an important sentiment, that we are here 
working hard together in the best interests of your child/ children. Like all work places and communities, we can all expect to 
be treated with respect from everyone in our community. We are always here to listen and support parents with any issues or 
concerns and appreciate that communications are always conducted in a respectful way - 

 
“Wonga Park PS recognises the partnership between schools and parents to support student learning, engagement and  
wellbeing.  We share a commitment to and a responsibility for, ensuring inclusive, safe and orderly environments for children 
and young people. 
 
This Statement of Values sets out our behavioural expectations of all members in this school community, including the  
principal, all school staff, parents, students and visitors. It respects the diversity of individuals in our school  community and 
addresses the shared responsibilities of all members in building safe and respectful school  communities.Discrimination, sexual 
and other forms of harassment, bullying, violence, aggression and threatening behaviour are unacceptable and will not be  
tolerated in this school. 

 
Our Statement of Values acknowledges that parents and school staff are strongly  motivated to do their 
best for every child. Everyone has the right to differing opinions and views and to raise concerns, as long 
as we do this respectfully as a community working  together.’ 

 
Parent Coffee Chats 
Having multiple lines of communication with parents is one of our priorities this year and something we are keen 
to set up are some regular informal parent ‘Coffee Chats’.  The topics of conversation may include things like ‘tell 
us more about what Tribes is all about’, ‘how can I help my child at home with reading/maths/homework?’, 
‘what help is there is the school if my child needs extra assistance?’, ‘how do I get my child to tell me more about 
their day?’ and so on.  We are keen for parents to tell us what topics they are interested in and other ways we can improve 
lines of communication.  A survey was sent out last week on survey monkey to get some feedback about the best days and 
times to run the sessions.  Mrs. Adele Brice is coordinating this and will send out more information shortly about our first 
‘Coffee Chat’.  We hope you can come along. 
 

‘Colour Run’ Event – Tuesday, March 6th  5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
It’s on again – the Colour Run!  We hope you can all come along to our first community event for the year.  It is not 
only a lovely way for families to get to know each other, you can meet your new School Councillors who will be  
running the BBQ under the oak tree and you can have fun and get very wet and colourful!!!  Our Colour Run  
proceeds will be shared between the Walk With Me (Ovarian Cancer research) event and the ‘Gentle Hands’   
orphanage in Manila.  Both of these worthy causes were passions of  Sue Contarino, one of our brave and inspirational mums, 
and we support them in her memory.  We hope you can come along and join in the fun.  
 
Student Leaders Assembly 
Our Student Leaders will be receiving their badge at a special assembly next Monday, March 5th, at 9:00 am.   
Our local State Member, Ryan Smith, who is an active supporter of our school, will be presenting the badges to 
students.  Parents should have received notification if your child is one of our 2018 student leaders. 
 
Disabled Parking                        
Parents / Grandparents / Carers are asked to observe the ‘Disabled Parking’ sign at the front of the school.  There 
are families at the school who do need access to these car parking spaces, so that they can easily get out of their 
car, to enter the school.  We have two students who are in wheelchairs.    

 
Regards 
Julie 



Around the School ... 

 
 

 
 

Did You Know?.... 

Self Regulation 
 
Self regula
on is the ability to monitor and control our own thoughts, emo
ons and behaviours, altering them so that 

they match the demands of each task we face.  This ability to regulate ourselves is one of the most important skills a 

child learns as they develop and is one of the key underlying requirements to learning any new skill, whether that skill 

is play based, academic, social or self care skills.  It includes the ability to determine what is appropriate to a�end to in 

any given situa
on and the ability to inhibit the irrelevant informa
on; the ability to calm or alert energy levels to 

match the task; to inhibit impulses that are not relevant to the ac
vity and to persist on tasks even when we don't  

enjoy them or find them challenging.  Studies also show that the capacity to self regulate is one of the key factors in 

developing personal well-being.   Kathy Clarkson, 2018. 
 

Over the next 8 school weeks our Grade 3 & 4 students will learn about the science behind self regula
on - that is 

what is happening inside their body and brain when they do, and when they do not self regulate; how they can  

develop their brains to make self regula
on easier over 
me and also a range of techniques they can use to self  

regulate in all aspects of their lives.   

 

The Presenter, for this program is Kathy Clarkson who is an Occupa
onal Therapist and Director of Melbourne  

Occupa
onal Therapy Associates (M.O.T.A.).  Kathy has been lecturing on and working with children and adults with 

sensory processing, developmental, neurological and self regula
on challenges for more than 20 years.  She will also 

be assisted during the sessions by Neil Dinning, Occupa
onal Therapist. 
 

 

 

Marg Askew 

WARRANDYTE DUCK RACE 
Sunday 18th March @2.30pm 

 
 

Once again this iconic Festival event is on again.  Official Festival ducks are now  
available for purchase during lunch eating time from your child’s level areas.   

Cost of an individual duck is $3.00  
Ducks (decorated or not), will need to be returned to Mrs Reynolds, Clare or Jade  

no later than Monday 12th March. 
 

Thank you again for your support and good luck! 



This year I have been appointed as the 2
nd

 Assistant Principal for Wonga Park Primary School. 

A8er working at the school for the past 13 years and holding various roles such as Music  

Teacher, classroom teaching throughout the school in Grades 1-6, leading the 1-2 team, in later 

years the 3-4 team and being the Leading teacher for 4 years, I was honored to receive this role. 
 

I am passionate about Wonga Park Primary School. We lead the way with Challenge Based Learning and our 

implementa
on of our iPad program. This year we are also looking at embedding Elements of Learning into 

our classroom prac
ce. We pride ourselves on being innova
ve with our curriculum and recep
ve of change. I 

am proud to be in the leadership team, working with such dynamic classroom teachers. 
 

My role as an Assistant Principal will see me performing many various du
es, but primarily leading Curriculum. 

This involves me working with key curriculum team leaders throughout the school and working with teaching 

teams, a�ending all planning mee
ngs etc. As Literacy leader I will be working closely with Cindy Norman on 

our English Curriculum.  We are looking to bring exci
ng developments to ICT, and along with  

Kristy-Anne Budden, we are looking to embed Elements of Learning in our Prac
ce and the introduc
on of 

coding, perhaps with a Maker Space focus. 
 

I will be working on with classroom teachers and team leaders on assessment. This year we will bring Digital 

Por>olios to you in Grades 3-6, we hope it provides more 
mely informa
on regarding your child’s progress. 

Showbie will be the pla>orm we use to share por>olios with you.  Communica
on will also be an area of  

focus. We are looking to improve our reach to our community. Flexibuzz will be used to keep you updated 

with important dates, however Sentral will be used to share reports and individual learning plans where  

appropriate. We are looking to connect with parents through parent workshops and ‘coffee and chat’ catch 

ups. If you haven’t had a chance to respond to the survey regarding ‘coffee and chats’, it is not too late; 

h�ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MK95NQV 
 

Finally, providing daily Maths Support in Grades 3-6 allows me to have an element of teaching in my por>olio 

and regular contact with the students.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Regards 

Adele Brice. 

From the Assistant Principal ... 

LUNCH TIME CLUBS 
 
 

MONDAY   - LIBRARY WILL BE OPEN 
 

TUESDAY  - ART ROOM WILL BE OPEN FOR COLOURING AND  
     CRAFT ACTIVITIES 
 
WEDNESDAY  - LIBRARY WILL BE OPEN 
     LEGO AND GAMES  IN THE BER DURING RECESS AND LUNCH  
 
THURSDAY  - LIBRARY WILL BE OPEN 
     LEGO AND GAMES  IN THE BER DURING RECESS AND LUNCH  
 
FRIDAY   - ART ROOM WILL BE OPEN FOR COLOURING AND  
     CRAFT ACTIVITIES 



Why is Home Reading important? 
 
Reading books at home with your child helps them to build a lifelong love of literature. 
The ‘take home book’ that is brought home in the beginning is usually an easy read, providing opportunities for your 
child to develop a fluent, smooth sound and the confidence needed to continue to challenge themselves while  
learning to read. 
 

You might notice that your child moves through the beginning reading levels quite quickly and that they say, “This is 
easy!” when completing these early reading books. We want the experience to be positive, but most of all, easy! 
Home reading should happen every night. Building a routine, and commitment to this routine, is the key to success.  
A mantra we use, ‘Practice Makes Progress’ shows the importance of reading every night to build strategies that 
will not only improve decoding skills but will also allow your child to expand their vocabulary knowledge and  
consider deeper ideas.  
 
As a parent myself, I always considered the importance of my own children being exposed to great literature every 
day. The information below highlights just how powerful a simple daily routine, like home reading, can be. 
 
Cindy Norman 
Learning Specialist 

 

WHY READ 30 MINUTES A DAY?  

 

*If daily reading begins in infancy, by the #me the child is five years old, he or she has been 

fed roughly 900 hours of brain food! 

*Reduce that experience to just 30 minutes a week, and the child's hungry mind loses 770 

hours of nursery rhymes, fairy tales, and stories. 

*A kindergarten student who has not been read aloud to could enter school with less than 60 

hours of  

literacy nutri#on. No teacher, no ma4er how talented, can make up for those lost hours of 

mental  

nourishment.  
 

*Therefore...30 minutes daily = 900 hours  

                       30 minutes weekly = 130 hours  

                       Less than 30 minutes weekly = 60 hours  
 

Guess you now understand why reading daily is so very important. Why not have family 
reading night?! It is great to just shut off  the television for 20-30 minutes and read... and 

Around The School ...Around The School ...Around The School ...Around The School ...    



Happy Birthday to the following 
students who celebrated  
their Birthdays over the  
past and upcoming week: 

 

Charlie B, Ruby G, Coco G,  
Ellen S, Ben C, Campbell R,  

Gracie B, Sierra L,  
Isabelle McC, Chantelle McK,  
Connor O’R, Hudson M,  
Bryce G, Tahney M,  
Cooper C, Kynan T-W,  
Michaela B, Tierlin H,  
Lachlan W, Tayla I-A,  

Joshua V, Miller G, Isabella E,  
Isabella L, Ella J, Grace A,  

Charlie B & Mason J. 

Around The School ...Around The School ...Around The School ...Around The School ...    



First Aid Room Sick Bay Linen RosterFirst Aid Room Sick Bay Linen RosterFirst Aid Room Sick Bay Linen RosterFirst Aid Room Sick Bay Linen Roster    
 

 
TERM 1 
 

  
MARCH 
 

  
Friday 2nd  -  Jodie Winterton 

Friday 9th  -  Kristy Dinnison 

Friday 16th  -  Julia Phelan 

Friday 23rd  -  Katrina Spargo 

Thursday 29th -  Cindy Stanes 

    
Canteen  Duty Roster   Canteen  Duty Roster   Canteen  Duty Roster   Canteen  Duty Roster      

 
TERM 1 
 
 

MARCH 
 

Monday 5th   - Renee Reid, Rennae Rackley 

Friday 9th   - Michelle Middleton, Kerri Allan, Angela Fenech 

Monday 12th  - LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

Friday 16th   - Jessica Potter, Emily Allen, Nardene Horvath 

Monday 19th   - Kylie Poppins, Jodie Winterton, Kim West 

Friday 23rd   - Michelle Rose, Clare Tahin, Kristy Brown 

Monday 26th  - Brooke James, Susie Cole 
 

Please note :-  if you are unable to attend your allotted time slot,  
     could you please advise as soon as possible in order to  
     find a replacement.  Thank you. 

Around the School ... 



 

 LOST PROPERTY 
 

Our Lost property is now located in the  
Admin / sick bay area. 

 
Please feel free to come and look for 

lost items at any time.   
Don’t forget to name all your school 

items to make returning easier. 
 

 

Re-usable Lunch Order Bags 

$10.50 each 
 

The re-usable canteen bags are in stock and  
available at the office for $10.50. 

 

 They are made of non-woven polypropylene,  
durable and easily wiped clean with a damp 

cloth. These bags are designed to keep money 
and written lunch orders in a safe separate 

zipper pocket so that it is not lost and so that 
it does not come into contact with food. The 
bag also has a transparent pocket to display 

Student’s name and class.  
 

   

                        School BankingSchool BankingSchool BankingSchool Banking    
 
 

                        
   

 
School Banking is on every  Wednesday morning.   

 
New accounts are welcome at any time.   

You can apply online or collect a new account  
form from the office. 

 

Uniform Shop 

 

Our Uniform Shop is open on the  
first Monday morning of each month 8.30am  -  9.15am 

If you are unable to attend to place your order on this day, you may place an order by phone  
or complete an order form at any time and leave it at the office.   

 
Your order will be processed and you will be advised when your order is ready to collect. 
 

Eftpos and credit card facilities available. 

Around the School...Around the School...Around the School...Around the School...    



School Community News ... 



School Community News ... 



School Community News ... 



JUNIOR BASKETBALL CAMPS 

Over the course of  two action packed days, participate in basketball games and skill 
sessions and take home loads of  goodies. The camps are suitable for boys and girls in 
primary school from beginner to intermediate level. 

 

For further information, go to h�ps://buy.melbourneutd.com.au 

 

YOUR CAMP INCLUDES: 

• Two supervised days of  basketball activities 
• A showbag including a t-shirt, basketball and a member merchandise pack 
• A Junior General Admission membership pass* to watch Melbourne United play 
at Hisense Arena during the 2018-19 NBL regular season 

• A certificate of  participation 








