
From the Principal’s Desk 
It has been a busy couple of weeks 
since our last newsletter with many 
grades participating in incursions and 
excursions and many students 
participating in our very popular 
Expressions programs.  As part of 
their inquiry into the Big Idea of 
Diversity, the prep had a 
wonderful time learning about 
diversity in animals with their 
Australian animal incursion, the 5/6s 
enjoyed their StarLab incursion, our 
Grade 1/2s visited the Museum and 
the Grade 3/4s spent a day exploring 
the Queen Victoria Market.  Varied 
experiences, but all providing 
students with the opportunity to 
expand their understanding of the 
diverse world in which we live. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Expressions programs are also 
offering students diverse 
opportunities to follow a passion or 
interest and have included 
experiences this term such as Ninja 
Warriors, horse riding, ‘$20 
Boss’ (using entrepreneurial skills to 
create a business), collage and 
watercolour art classes, Apple 
excursion, science and a drama 
workshop ‘Creating Character’.  We 
endeavour to offer programs that tap 
into a large range of interests and 
would love to hear any ideas from 
parents and students for future 
Expressions programs. 
 

 

 

 

2019 
 

TERM 2 
 

JUNE 

 

22nd WP FARMERS’ MARKET 

24th Sports Dress Up Day 

  Gold Coin Donation 

25th Expressions—Light & Sound 

 Expressions— 

   Forensic Detective 

26th Parent/Student/Teacher  
  Conferences 1.00pm—8.00pm 

 Expressions— 

   Creating Character 
27th L6 Graduation Fundraiser 
  Bake  Sale 
 $20 Boss—selected students 
28th L5/6 InterSchool Sport Vs 
 NO CANTEEN 

 LAST DAY TERM 2 

 DISMISSAL 2.30PM 

 

 

TERM 3 
 

JULY 

 

15th TERM 3 COMMENCES 

 L1/2 Gymnastics  
18th $20 Boss—selected students 
19th L5/6 Interschool Sport— 

   Playoffs 
22nd L1/2 Gymnastics  
25th $20 Boss—selected students 
27th WP FARMERS’ MARKET 

29th L1/2 Gymnastics  
31st PREP—100 DAYS OF  
      SCHOOL 

 

AUGUST 

1st L3-6 Athletics Carnival 
2nd WPPS School Disco 

 NED Presentation 

5th Vic Champs Netball Comp 

 L1/2 Gymnastics  
7th Prep 2020 Transition #1 

8th $20 Boss—selected students 
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Open Night & Book Fair 
Another recent highlight was Open 
Night which is a chance each year for 
students to share with their family 
some of the great ways they learn at 
school. With our Big Idea of  
Diversity, we saw families drawing 
family portraits and adding to a  
community greeting tree, creating 
minibeasts to live in diverse  
environments, learning traditional 
games from around the world,  
recording their family’s origins, and 
adding to our community mandala.   
 

 

 

 

 

Our Grade 5/6s showcased their  
recent Canberra Camp experience 
and invited parents and peers to cast 
their vote for the political party with 
the best plan to spend $100,000 at 
WPPS! Families also had the chance 
to learn more about the MakerSpace 
program that we run and try out some 
activities together.  Congratulations 
to all of our families who got their 
passports stamped as they completed 
activities at each level of the school 
and went into the draw for the Open 
Night raffle!  Congratulations to the 
Miles family who won the prize of a 
yearly family Museum Pass. We 
hope you enjoy visiting the State  
Museum, Scienceworks in the year 
ahead! 
 

Notices /  
Replies Due Back 
 
 

• L1/2 Gymnastics 

• L3/4 PIAR Camp 

• L5 Transition to Warrandyte HS 

• Netball Vic Championships 
  

Diary Dates 



From the Principal’s Desk cont... 
Open Night & Book Fair  (cont) 
Our annual Book Fair was also a great success again with $900 worth of books donated by our families for the library and 
over $2000 raised through commission to purchase books of our choice. With $12,000 allocated from our Library Fund 
for book purchases we are hoping that we will soon be able to reach our goal of 1000 new books for our library!  It is not 
too late to make a tax deductible donation to our Library or Building Funds before June 30th – see the flier that will come 
home next week outlining our ‘wish list’ for projects around the school.  Thank you to all of our families for your ongoing support! 

 
Education State Schools Leadership Conference 
Mrs Brice, Mrs Norman and I recently spent two days at the Education State Schools Leadership Conference 
with other school leaders from around the state.  The focus of the conference was Leading Learning for  
Excellence with local, national and international presenters shar ing their  exper tise, r esearch and 
knowledge.  We found a number of workshops thought provoking and we look forward to sharing our ‘take-aways’ with our teachers.  
Some of the stand-outs for us were -  

• Dr. Doug Fisher from the USA who spoke about quality instruction and curriculum design in literacy as key dr ivers in 
school improvement 

• Dr Russell Quaglia also from USA who focussed on student voice, agency and leadership and how to create learning  
 experiences which enable students to purposefully and genuinely use their voice and agency 

• Dr. Debbie Pushor from Canada who explored the difference between parent involvement and parent engagement and 

 world renowned thinker Richard Gerver who shared his ideas about how to build an innovative education system with  
 considerations around leadership, curricular design and what we can learn from organisations and businesses beyond education 

 

Parenting Anxious Children – Maria Ruberto session 

Last week, we joined with Park Orchards PS and Rangeview PS to provide parents the opportunity to hear  
psychologist, Maria Ruberto talk about ‘Parenting Anxious Children’.  It was very well attended with over 100 
parents and teachers coming along to hear about the growing issue of dealing with anxiety.  One in 14 kids are diagnosed with an  
anxiety disorder and many more go unnoticed. Parents and teachers play a crucial role in helping kids to recognise and manage their 
anxious feelings.  
 

The ‘take-aways’ for me from Maria’s session were that anxiety is different to worry, fear, stress and that it is treatable. A positive 
wellbeing approach that teaches children resilience will help children flourish. The PERMA PLUS model, that many levels introduced 
during our Big Idea of Flourishing last year, are elements that we all need to be doing every day to ensure our mental fitness – 

 

Positive Emotion – feel good 

Engagement – spot strengths 
Relationships – connect close 

Meaning & purpose – motivate forward 

Accomplishment – execute effort 
Physical Activity – move strong 

Living optimistically – think up 

nUtrition – eat well 
Sleep – rest deeply 

 

Maria had lots of great practical strategies for children as well as an exercise that all families might like to try which was to decide as a 
family what your top three values are then unpack what you would see, hear and feel if everyone in the family is living by these agreed 
values.   
 

If you are interested in reading an excellent book on coping with your child’s anxiety, I can highly recommend the latest book by  
Michael Grose and Dr. Jodi Richardson titled, ‘Anxious Kids – How Children Can Turn Their Anxiety Into Resilience’. The authors 
are also presenting their evidence-based approach at a seminar on the 29th July 2019 Malvern Town Hall Malvern. 7 – 9 pm. Bookings 
can be made through the Parenting Ideas website that the school subscribes to. 
 

Attached to the newsletter is the Parenting Ideas article for parents around anxiety. You may find it an interesting read. 
 

Enrolments for Prep 2020 
We are currently finalising the enrolments for Prep 2020. We have decided to have three classes next year and have a 
few places left to fill. If you know of anyone interested in enrolling their prep for next year, please spread the word that 
enrolments are being finalised by the end of term.  
 

Safety Reminder – please use the school crossing 
Briar, our crossing supervisor does a wonderful job keeping our students and families safe as they cross over Dudley 
Road at the busy drop off and pick up times.  Briar has recently noticed several instances where families are not  
using the crossing to cross Dudley Road safely.  We all know that children are like ‘little sponges’, so please role 
model the safest way to cross a busy road  and resist the temptation to save a few seconds but potentially put a young 
life at risk.  Thank you for your cooperation with this. 
 



From the Principal’s Desk cont... 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
This year we are starting our 3-way conferences (teacher/parent/student) at 1:00 pm on Wednesday, June 26th. 
Interview times may be booked between 1:00 pm and 8:00 pm. Parents can book a 15 minute interview time 
online via the parent portal on Sentral.  If you are unable to attend an interview on the Wednesday, please  
contact your child’s classroom teacher to make an alternative time.  This opportunity to talk with your child’s 
classroom teacher and hear your child talk about their learning and next ‘stretch’ is an important way to build the  
partnership between home and school and help your child learn and flourish.  If you are having difficulty accessing the 
portal, please contact Kerry or Lesley in the office and they will be able to help you make a booking.  Students in Grades  
Prep – 4 will be supervised in an alternative program from 1:30 – 3:30 pm on the day of the interviews, while Grade 5/6 
students will continue with the specialist program they normally have on a Wednesday.  
 

Who Does It In Wonga Park?  (WDIIWP) 
We are finalising our “Who Does It in Wonga Park” booklet —  a businesses directory for the local community 
and we want you to be a part of it.  This is a fantastic fundraiser for the school and helps support our local  
community!  If you would like to be included in our 2019/ 2020 edition, please complete the information form 
in the newsletter or contact the office. 
 

Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers 
The Woolworths Earn & Learn promotion is ending soon.  Don’t forget to collect your stickers and drop them in 
the drop boxes at the school office or the Chirnside Park Store. 
 

Victorian Premier's Reading Challenge  
The Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge continues.  Keeping reading and recording your books and enter 
them online.  If you have not registered, it is not too late to join.  Registration forms are available at the  
office. 
 

 

 

 

Julie 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

eSafety – Office of the eSafety commissioner  
Good Habits Start Young 
 
https://esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/good-habits-start-young 

 

This newsletter we are going to explore the idea of ‘Good habits start young’. The article shared is another 
from the office of the eSafety Commissioner.  
 

Parents and carers play an important role in helping children to develop digital intelligence – social, emotional 
and practical skills are needed to successfully navigate the digital world.  
 

The information provided helps support parents and carers to; 
 

-help build digital intelligence 

-know what to do if they are worried their child might be bullying others 

-provide support if their child has been sharing inappropriate images  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like any further support in the area of ‘Good habits start 
young’.  
 

EXPRESSIONS  -  $20 Boss  
 

An offer to participate in $20 Boss was extended to all students who indicated they would like to participate 
through Expressions.  
 

$20 Boss is a nationwide in-school entrepreneurship program for primary and secondary school students. An 
initiative of the Foundation for Young Australians (FYA), the program has been created in consultation with  
students and educators. The program aims to elevate and foster enterprise skills and their transferability, 
through the experience of building and running an enterprise.  
 

Students borrow $20 of start-up capital from FYA to create, launch and operate a business venture over the 
course of a school term. At the end of the program, students pay back the $20 plus a $1 legacy fee to ensure 
the funds remain available to future participating students. Over the past four years, more than 30,000  
students across Australia from more than 500 schools have participated in the program.  
 

Our students have had their first session and are excited to participate in their next session. Updates will be 
provided to share how our students are progressing through this program. 
 

 

 

 

Adele Brice 

Assistant Principal  
 

 

 

 

 

From the Assistant Principal’s Desk ... 



Good habits start young  -  A guide for parents and carers 

 

Promote respectful communication.  

• Encourage your child to use the same positive manners and behaviour they would use offline, understanding that 
others may have different cultures, backgrounds or points of view. If it is not OK to say or do something face to face, 
it is not OK online.   

• Remind them to avoid responding to negative messages and to tell you or another trusted adult if they receive them. 
Tell them it is OK to report others who are not being nice.   

• Emphasise the positives. For example, ‘I know what a kind and respectful person you are, and it makes me so 
proud to see you acting the same way when you're online. You are such a great friend — I can see how much  

 everyone looks up to you at school.ʼ 

• Help your child to imagine being in someone elseʼs shoes, so they can relate to diverse opinions and understand 
what might make people behave in different ways. 

• For example, you might say something like: ‘I noticed that Sam seemed a bit sad when she came over yesterday. 
Have you noticed anything? What do you think is wrong? Would that make you sad?  What can we do to help? 

• Encourage your child to think critically about what they see online.  Teach them to ask questions so they can  
 identify content or messages that may be misleading or exploitative. 
 

• Talk to them about ‘fake newsʼ, or false information that is designed to look like a trustworthy news report, and how 
quickly it can spread on social media. Teach them to fact check news sources and do their own independent 
searches on issues, so they can see the variety of opinions on a particular issue and make up their own mind. 

• Remind them to be careful when making new friends online as people may not be who they say they are. We are 
increasingly seeing ‘Finstasʼ (fake Instagram accounts) and other impersonation accounts. So it is important to 
question whether what they are seeing online from their friends is real or not. If it seems out of character, it could be 
from a fake account. 

• Alert your child to the dangers of meeting someone in person that they have been talking to online. Advise them to 
never arrange to meet an online friend unless a trusted adult is with them and it is during the day in a public space. 

• Refer to our advice on avoiding unwanted contact and grooming. 
 

Encourage safe and responsible behaviour 

• Work on achieving a healthy balance in your childʼs online and offline activities and set boundaries for digital device 
use in your home. Find out how in time online. 

• Remind your child of the importance of safeguarding personal information that can be used to identify or locate 
them. 

• Explain why they should be suspicious of unsolicited messages and emails, and avoid clicking on pop-up ads on 
websites. Some popups that seem safe can lead to inappropriate sites or ask for personal or financial information. 
Find out more in taming the technology. 

• Help them configure the strongest privacy settings on all the social media apps and sites they use. It is best that 
only their circle of friends can view their information, tag them in a photo or share posts. And get them to check their 
settings regularly as updates can sometimes change them back to the default. Read more about privacy  

 settings in the eSafety Guide. 

• Ensure your child uses strong passwords on devices and accounts, and explain the importance of not sharing  
 passwords, even with friends. See protect your personal information for advice on setting strong passwords. 

• Find more advice in privacy and your child. 
 

Help them build resilience 

• Keep your cool if your child experiences a negative experience online. Remember, the choices they make as they 
navigate difficult situations can help them learn. Our 2017 ‘State of Playʼ research shows round six in ten young 
people were able to identify some positive impacts from a negative online experience. 

• Remind your child that they can screen who they accept as online ‘friendsʼ. 

• Make sure they know how to block and report users or pages on the sites they use. 

• If they have a negative online experience, find out how they are feeling about it, offer support and encourage them 
to keep things in perspective at the same time. 

• For example, you might say: ‘What that person has done is not OK.  They must be feeling pretty bad about  
 themselves to treat you like this. How are you feeling? Let's block them to stop their messages coming through.ʼ  

• Build your childʼs confidence and encourage positive ways of thinking — looking on the bright side, thinking  

 rationally, understanding that difficult times are a part of life but there is help and support available. 



Around The School... 

Art Expressions was fun this week. The Prep session was 
based on the story ‘How to catch a Star’ By Oliver Jeffers. 
The children completed a canvas picture showing how they 
might catch a star! 

The Grade 1 and 2 group read a story called ‘The Ricker 
Racker Club’ by Patrick Guest and Nathaniel Eckstrom 
which was about a Treehouse Club. Their artwork shows 
a treehouse and a modelled ‘mini me’ in the picture. 

EXPRESSIONS—WATERCOLOUR & 
DRAWING WORKSHOP 

 
 
A group of Grade 3 and 4 students participated in a Watercolour and drawing workshop with local artist 
Kim Miatke.  
 
They learnt about the qualities of watercolour paints and how to enhance their art piece with drawing. 



 

JUNIOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
 

BASKETBALL: 
This week our grades have been practising basketball.  We have seen some amazing skills and  
encourage all students to practise at home.  For some ideas on games the whole family can get  
involved in, please check out the following website: 
https://homegameshub.com/basketball-games-to-play/ 
 
 

SPORTS AEROBICS  
 
 
 
The WPPS Sports Aerobics students competed in their first competition of the year over 
the weekend! They had heaps of fun and some great results: 
 
Tierlin and Hayley (Grade 4 and 5) had a great routine and came first in their section -  
it was also Tierlin's first competition with WPPS Sports Aerobics! 
 
Zoe, Maddison and Amelia (Grade 3) all competed for the first time and came first in  
their section! 
 
Past students Novalee, Grace and Indigo (now Grade 8) performed a great routine in an 
extremely difficult section! 
 
We are so proud of all our students and can't wait for the rest of our competitions!! 
Coaches Sara and Jemimah 
 
 

 

Around The School... 



 

MAPLE’S MISSION 
 

Maple will be collecting bottle caps to donate to the Helping Hands Campaign run 
through Envision. 

Using 3D printers, they are able to make prosthetic limbs for war victims and 
children in developing countries.  Please help Maple reach her target of 900  
bottle caps. 
 
Please drop them off at the school office. We will be delivering 
them to Envision at the end of August. 

Thank you for your support.  

Here is a video you might like to show your students to encourage them to collect plastic bottle tops!  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NP0VcknTjJg 

Around The School... 





Around the School ... 

WHO DOES IT IN WONGA PARK? 
2019 / 2020 EDITION 

 

 
 
 

DO you have a local business? 
DO you want to advertise to residents in the  

Wonga Park Community and wider community? 
Wonga Park Primary School is publishing the 2019 / 2020 Edition of  our  

“Who Does It in Wonga Park” booklet —  a businesses directory for the local  
community and we want you to be a part of  it.   

This is a fantastic fundraiser for the school and helps  
support our local community! 

 
For details please either complete the form below and return it to school or email 
wdiiwp2015@gmail.com  or contact Alan on 0416 066 616. 
 

Name :   _______________________________ Contact No. : ______________________      
   
Name of  Business : ______________________     Type of  Business : ___________________ 
 





Happy Birthday to the following 
students who celebrated  
their Birthdays over past  

and upcoming weeks: 
 

 

Around the School….. 

Alex G, Ava J, Harry G,  
Luella G, Zahlia H, Hugh S,  
Angelo E, Charly T, Xavier F, 
Jaytin K, Harvey C, Amelie S,  
Oliver D, Jazzy H-T, Ryder S, 
Jack P, Matthew B, Samuel C, 
Gabe S, Ty T, Poppi F, Jack M, 

Cameron D, Cameron McM,  
Chloe P-W, Kai B, Callah E,  

Olivia R, Arabella McK, Claire M, 
Isla L, Zac B, Harlow R, Joel W, 

Beau A & Ella S.



 
 

                        School BankingSchool BankingSchool BankingSchool Banking    
 

Our School Banking continues every  Wednesday morning with  
Bendigo Bank. 

                        
   

 

 

 

New accounts are welcome at any time.   
You can apply online or collect a new account  

form from the office. 
 

Uniform Shop 

 

 
REGULAR TRADING HOURS ARE:- 

 
 

Tuesday to Friday : 9.00am—5.00pm 
 

Saturday : 10.00am—1.00pm 
 

 
 

UNIT 8A, 51 LUSHER ROAD 
CROYDON  VIC  3136 

PHONE : (03) 9768 0336 
 
 

Eftpos and credit card facilities available. 

Around The School... 



School Community News... 









                            

                Wonga Park Primary SchoolWonga Park Primary SchoolWonga Park Primary SchoolWonga Park Primary School    
            Choosing a School for Your ChildChoosing a School for Your ChildChoosing a School for Your ChildChoosing a School for Your Child    

    

    

    

    

 
 

The dates and times are as follows – 
 
Session 1 
Wednesday  7th August, 2019   9.00 am – 11.00 am  (Bring play lunch) 
 
 

Session 2 
Wednesday  4th September, 2019  9.00 am – 11.00 am  (Bring play lunch) 
 
 

Session 3 
Wednesday  16th October, 2019   9.00 am – 11.00am   (Bring play lunch) 
 
 

Session 4 
Wednesday 27th November, 2019  9.00 am – 1.00 pm  (Bring Playlunch 
                     & Lunch) 
 

 

 
Children do not need to be enrolled at our school to attend the first transition session.   
Children need to bring along a snack and drink for morning tea in named containers.   
For the duration of  the transition sessions, we ask that you not provide your child with  

dairy or nut products for their snack. 
 

 Parents are not required to stay for the session. 
 

 

Wonga Park Primary School, Dudley Road, Wonga Park.  Ph. 9722 1325 
www.wongapark.vic.edu.au  wonga.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 


