
From the Principal’s Desk DiaryDates 

Welcome back to Term 4.  It was 
great to see staff, students and 
families looking rested and well 
after the holiday break.  With so 
many staff and students suffering 
from colds and the flu last term, it 
was timely to have the chance to 
rest and recharge.  
 
It was a lovely surprise to see that 
our new cubby had arrived in our 
Prep Imagination Garden during 
the holiday break!  A very big thank 
you to Darren Grantham and his 
Lilydale High School students, 
Connor, Riley, Ashton and Sam, 
who created this amazing cubby for 
our students.  Darren generously 
installed the cubby in the holidays 
ready for our preps to play in it this 
term. Thank you so much – our 
preps absolutely love it!   
 
  
 

 

 
 
 

    2017 
 

 

Term 4 
 

OCTOBER 
23-27th Book Fair 
25th Storytime #3 
26th Level 1/2 Sleepover 
27th BANDANNA DAY 

28th WPPS FARMERS’ MARKET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 
7th CUP DAY 

13-17th L3/4 Swimming 
15th Jnr Rockers Performance Night 
  5pm-7pm 

15th Foundation—Grandparents’ Day 
   9.30am—11.00pm 

23rd October 2017  ISSUE 16 WEEK 3 

We welcome Milla S to grade 4A 
and hope that she enjoys being part 
of our WP learning community.   
 
 
 
 
This Friday we say farewell to  
Mrs. Sabbatucci who is starting her 
maternity leave.  We wish Michelle 
and Michael all the very best as 
they await the arrival of their little 
bundle who is due in December.  A 
huge thank you to Michelle for her 
wonderful contribution to Wonga 
Park PS as a much-loved classroom 
teacher.  We will miss Mrs. Sabba’s 
perpetual smile and look forward 
to her bringing Baby Sabba for a 
visit and cuddle.  We welcome back 
from leave, Mrs. Philp, who will be 
taking 2B for the remainder of the 
term. 
 

 
 
 
Notices /  
Replies Due Back 
 

• Level 1/2 Sleepover 

• P-2 Swimming 

• 3-4 Swimming 

• Grade 6 Uniform 

• L4-6 Polo Shirt 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1st of May, 
Hats off day. 

But always remember, 
Hats on again in September. 

 

A reminder the first day of Spring, 
we follow the Sunsmart policy and 
all children MUST wear a hat.  

 
NO HAT, NO PLAY 
Hats are available to  

purchase at the office for  
 $12.00. 



From the Principal’s Desk cont... 

Getting Ready For 2018  
Our 2018 Preps had their third transition session last week and did extremely well learning how to be big 
school people!  At their final transition session, late in November they will meet their class teacher for 2018 
and their buddy.  Our Grade 5s are putting so much love and care into making very special Buddy Bags that 
they will share with their buddy on this day.  Being a Grade 6 buddy is a very exciting responsibility that our 
senior students love every year and is one of our most important student wellbeing programs. 
 
In the next few weeks we will begin looking at our class structure for 2018. Next year we will have 17 grades and specialist 
teachers in art, music, physical education, sensory gym, science and support & extension.  Teachers at each level use their  
professional judgment and their in-depth knowledge of each student to create class groupings.  They spend many hours  
carefully considering the academic, social and emotional needs of all students as well as taking into account gender balance, 
friendships and class dynamics. Each year we provide the opportunity for parents to put in writing any information about their 
child, that may be helpful as the teachers work carefully through this process. Please note it is not possible to make multiple 
requests that affect the placement of other students or to request specific teachers, but it is information specific to your child 
that will help us in their class placement.  Could parents please forward this information to me, in writing by : 
Friday, November 10th.  
 

Bandanna Day—Friday 27th October, 2017 
Each year we celebrate Bandana Day in remembrance of Rhiannon Carman who was a much-loved former 
student at WPPS, daughter of Cheri and Mark Carman and brother of Maverick.  Rhiannon, who tragically 
passed away at age 19, was a great ambassador for Canteen, a support group for teenagers with cancer.   
Students are invited to buy a bandana and wear it on Friday to help raise money for this worthy support group.  
Rhiannon’s favourite colours were pink and purple so we encourage students to wear these colours in her 
memory.  
 
Melbourne Cup Monday – 6th November 
Traditionally, many of our families have taken the opportunity for a four day break over the Melbourne Cup 
weekend.  A modified program is therefore planned for Monday, November 6th.  Please let the office know if 
your child will be absent. 
 

Grade 3/4 Hooptime  
Congratulations to our Grade 3/4 mixed Hooptime Basketball Team, who recently qualified for the state final.  
What a wonderful team effort!  A big thank you to Mrs. Sledge for organising our Hooptime Program and to our 
Grade 6 coaches, Charlotte and Lani, who did a fantastic job training the team and coaching them on the day.  
Good luck as you compete at the state final! 
 
Book Fair this week 
Don’t forget to visit the Book Fair in the BER building.  There are wonderful picture story books, chapter 
series, information books and more!  Students will be bringing home their ‘wishlists’ and hopefully will be 
able to purchase one or more of their favourites. The Book Fair will be open on Monday after school and 
then every day until Friday before and after school.   
 
Families are also invited to purchase a book for our school library. An expression of gratitude will be placed inside the front 
cover of each donated book to acknowledge the generous donation to our library.  How lovely to leave the legacy of a special 
book in the library for many children to enjoy in the future! 
 
Farmers’ Market Update 
Our very successful Farmers’ Market has been going for 6 months now and is attracting many present and past 
families, as well as the wider community.  Jenny Kelly, our market manager, has been very discerning when select-
ing the growers who come each month to our market with their high quality produce.  There is no doubt that this is 
a major factor is the success of our market.  It is also lovely to see so many past and present families, as well as lo-
cals and wider community members, come along to the market to catch up and connect.  Our October market is next  
Saturday, October 28th.  If you can spare an hour or so, we always appreciate volunteer assistance on the school BBQ, apple 
stall and set up and pack up crew.  Please let the office know if you can help out next week. 
 
And don’t forget to put our December Twilight Market in your diary – Wednesday, December 13th from 5 pm – 8 pm.  It 
will have both beautiful produce and Christmas gifts and will be a wonderful chance to do a bit of Christmas shopping!  There 
will be a silent auction on the night and we are currently collecting items to auction.  If any families have businesses or contacts 
we would greatly appreciate any donations!   



From the Principal’s Desk cont... 

Fire Readiness 
Preparations for the fire season is ongoing and there has been targeted work on and around the BER 
building over the last four weeks so that it can now be the building to which we will evacuate in the case 
of an emergency.  Some trees and shrubs had to be removed and extra protection was added to  
guttering and vents.  The BER building will be more appropriate for this purpose as it has ample space for 
all students and staff and has toilet facilities. 
 
The school and OSHC (Out Of Hours School Care Service) have very detailed Emergency Management documents that  
outline how the school and OSHC will respond in all types of emergencies.  Regular fire drills are undertaken to ensure  
students and staff are familiar with different scenarios and evacuation points.  A smooth and efficient evacuation to the BER 
building will be practised in the coming weeks and we will also be practising an evacuation to the basketball courts during a 
recess or lunchtime break.   
 
Children’s services and schools listed on the Bushfire At Risk Register (BARR) will be closed on days when the Fire Danger 
Rating is determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner as being Code Red.  Just a reminder that Wonga Park 
Primary School and the WP OSHC are on the BARR register (Bushfire At-Risk Register) and as such are required to be 
closed in the event of a Code Red Day.   The following information is provided by the Department of Education for families 
and will answer many FAQ – 
 
How will I be advised of a planned closure? 
• Where possible, a Code Red day will be forecast between 4 and 7 days in advance of a determined Code Red day.  
• You should expect that, in some instances, fewer than 4 days notice may be given. 
• You will be advised by email or letter sent home from our service – you can also check for updates at  
 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  
• The final decision to close will be confirmed by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1:00 pm the 

day before the planned closure. 
• Once the decision to close is made, this will not change – regardless of changes in weather forecast – this will help limit 

confusion and provide time for you to make alternative care arrangements for your children. 
 
Closures -  other than those that are planned? 
• While every effort is made to anticipate fire threats, our facility may be threatened by an unpredicted outbreak of a fire 

or a known fire may unexpectedly change its course. 
• When this occurs, our Emergency Management Plan will ensure that we respond to the threat in a planned, timely and 

appropriate manner. 
• We have developed our Emergency Management Plan in consultation with local emergency services and local  
 government authorities. 
• It is important that you are familiar with our Emergency Management Plan – please speak to Matt Macreadie,  
 Julie Crawford or Marg Askew if you have questions. 
• Closure updates, including advice on re-opening is available from the Department’s website  
 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx 
 
Is there anything families can do? 
• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date, including how your child will be cared for when our  
 childcare service is closed due to threat of fire. Your child should not be left unattended. 
• Make sure we have your current contact details, including mobile phone number. 
• Keep in touch with us – read newsletters, check websites, talk to our staff and other parents. 
• Understand our Emergency Management Plan. 
• Talk to your child, if age appropriate, about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan. 
• Talk to us – if you have any concerns 
 
 
The lovely sunny warm days we’ve had are very welcome but they do remind us of the need for all students to 
have a hat for outdoor activities and play!  If your child needs a new hat they are available for purchase at the 
office. :) 
 
Regards 
Julie 



 
 

Music News 
 
 

 
 

One Song, One Day, 2
nd
 November 12:30  

“Music: Count Us In (MCUI) is Australia’s biggest school initiative. In 2016, more than 600,000 students from 
over 2,500 schools participated nationwide. In 2016, we celebrated our 10th anniversary. Music: Count Us In 
brings teachers, parents, students and the music industry together in celebration of music and music  
education. The program is a perfect fit for schools with an existing music program and for schools without 
one. Music: Count Us In  exists to advocate for improved access to music education for all students across 
Australia.” 
 
We are all learning “Shine Together” during music classes and performing it together on Thursday 2nd of  
November with thousands of other students around Australia via livestream from Federation Square!! You can 
go to the link and find the song to practise at home. This link will also get you into the livestream from around 
12:00 on the 2nd of November:  
www.musiccountusin.org.au/ 
 
Choir Performance at Box Hill Institute Lilydale Lake Campus 
 
Congratulations to all the choir members who participated in the “Morning Melodies” performance last  
Wednesday morning. You sounded terrific and you were fabulous ambassadors for our school. We had some 
really positive feedback about how energetic and professional you sounded. Well done choir!! 

 

 

 

Around the School... 



                  STEPHANIE ALEXANDER KITCHEN GARDEN                

NEWS 
  

GARDEN NEWS - Spring is well and truly here and as everything (the soil mainly) warms up a�er winter, we are seeing 

lots of changes. The many flowers, including fruit blossoms, calendula and the vegetables that we have allowed to go to 

seed (broccoli, rocket and radish) are a!rac"ng many insects as part of natural pest control methods. We are busy  

preparing garden beds for plan"ng by adding compost and organic fer"liser and will start plan"ng for next year in the 

coming weeks.  

 

KITCHEN NEWS  - our homemade potato wedges with sour cream went down a treat last week. We harvested our  

potatoes that day and ground our own spices (including cumin and coriander seeds) in a large mortar and pestle. Our 

egg and le!uce salad with creamy dressing was a popular accompaniment to the wedges.   
 

 

CLASS VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS WELCOME 

Class helpers allow the program to run to its full poten"al. A Working with Children Check is required by  

all volunteers. Please sign up using this link for 2017 classes: h!p://signup.com/go/kfHXhly Alterna"vely, 

email Jenny on wongakitchengarden@gmail.com 

 

Kitchen Week   (runs in the odd week of term): 
 

Monday 4A   11:30am – 2:00pm 

Tuesday  3B   11:30am – 2:00pm 

Thursday  3A   11:30am – 2:00pm 

Friday  4B   11:30am – 2:00pm 

 

Garden week   (even week of term) – NOTE: NEW DAYS AND TIMES  

 

Wednesday 4A    9am – 10am  4B 10am – 11am 

Friday   3A     11:40am – 12:40pm 3B 12:40pm – 1:40pm 

 

NB : classes are occasionally rescheduled due to other events.  

        Click the volunteer link above to see the update �metable. 

 

RECIPES 

The recipes used in our classes can be accessed by families using the Showbie app (available for iPads and iPhones) or 

via the website www.showbie.com  Set up a student account and use the code GGKR5 to access the SAKG recipes. We 

encourage families to allow children to cook at home and to follow up our classes by cooking their child’s favourite  

recipe. Happy cooking!!  
 

 

CONTACT 

For all queries regarding the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program, please contact Jenny Kelly  

(class facilitator and Program Coordinator) by email wongakitchengarden@gmail.com or contact the school office on 

9722 1325. 
 

 

 

 

  

Around the School ... 



 

 

 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 28TH   9AM - 1PM 
(We have changed back to a 1pm finish)  

 

Plenty of food stalls for all tastes, free range eggs, berries, apples, sourdough bread,  
pasture raised lamb, preserves, take home meals, cakes and sweet treats, great coffee,  

fresh juices, flowers, plants and more.  

All Victorian grown and produced.  
Music, jumping castle and communal tables.  
Bring a picnic blanket and sit on the hill.  
Please BYO shopping bags to save plastic.  

 

If  you are able to help on the day, please sign up online  
http://signup.com/go/18Uk3t or email Jenny Kelly -  

wongaparkfm@gmail.com 

 

Around the School... 



Happy Birthday to the  
following students who  

celebrated their Birthdays  
over the past and upcoming weeks: 

 
 

Oliver S, Maggie C, Tyler D,  
Eva C, Brodie M, Charlee K,  
Byron P, Lewis H, Bo B,  

Mehr W, Harvey P, Miles H,  
Elahna S, Milla D, Annie B,  
Eva Gilbee, Helena A,  

Madison B, Will F, Emmerson M,  
Alice Y, Daisy E, Drew H,  

Samantha R, Zoe B, Patrick C,  
Oliver C, Marlea S & Ethan R. 

 

School Community News ...School Community News ...School Community News ...School Community News ...    



 

 LOST PROPERTY 
 

Our Lost property is now located in the  
Admin / sick bay area. 

 
Please feel free to come and look for 

lost items at any time.   
Don’t forget to name all your school 

items to make returning easier. 
 

 

Re-usable Lunch Order Bags 

$10.50 each 
 

The re-usable canteen bags are in stock and  
available at the office for $10.50. 

 

 They are made of non-woven polypropylene,  
durable and easily wiped clean with a damp cloth. 

These bags are designed to keep money and written 
lunch orders in a safe separate zipper pocket so 
that it is not lost and so that it does not come into 
contact with food. The bag also has a transparent 

pocket to display Student’s name and class.  
 

   

                        School BankingSchool BankingSchool BankingSchool Banking    
 
 

                        
   

 
School Banking is on every  Wednesday morning.   

 
New accounts are welcome at any time.   

You can apply online or collect a new account  
form from the office. 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

Our Uniform Shop is open on the  

first Monday morning of each month 8.30am  -  9.15am 

If you are unable to attend to place your order on this day, you may place an order by phone  
or complete an order form at any time and leave it at the office.   

 
Your order will be processed and you will be advised when your order is ready to collect. 
 

Eftpos and credit card facilities available. 

School Community News...School Community News...School Community News...School Community News...    



First Aid Room Sick Bay Linen RosterFirst Aid Room Sick Bay Linen RosterFirst Aid Room Sick Bay Linen RosterFirst Aid Room Sick Bay Linen Roster    
 

TERM 4 
 

October 
 

Friday 27th  -  Carly Hallihan 

  
November 
 

Friday 3rd  -  Georgie Eckholdt 

Friday 10th  -  Brooke Green 

Friday 17th  -  Jessica Potter 
Friday 24th  -  Kelly Mitchell 

Canteen  Duty Roster   Canteen  Duty Roster   Canteen  Duty Roster   Canteen  Duty Roster      

 
TERM 4 
 

 

OCTOBER 
 
Thursday 26th  - Katrina Garrett, Rebecca Lindsay 
Friday 27th   - Vanessa Gammon, Sarah Moore, Clare Tahin 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
Thursday 2nd  - Cynthia McLeod, Karen Pannenborg 
Friday 3rd   - Karen Colella, Nicole O’Keefe 
Thursday 9th  - Libby Ferrall, Miranda Brown 
Friday 10th   - Kylie Naughton, Reneee Shevlin, Danielle Vallack 
Thursday 16th  - Katrina Spargo, Hannah Gamble 
Friday 17th   - Vanessa MacKenzie, Jess Robinson 
Thursday 23rd  - Donna Groome, Nicole Phillips 
Friday 24th   - Kym Cummins, Katrina Castles 
Thursday 30th  - Jennifer Knoll, Kim West 

 
Please note :-  if you are unable to attend your allotted time slot,  
     could you please advise as soon as possible in order to  
     find a replacement.  Thank you. 

Around the School ... 
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Safe as Houses? Community Forum 
Picture this... it’s a very hot day and the Fire Danger Rating is at Extreme. This has triggered your family to activate 
your emergency plan and spend the day at a relative's house who lives in an urban environment where there is no 
bushfire threat. Unfortunately, a fire does start and although you are safe you wonder how your home and property 
will fare against the fire.  The ‘Safe as Houses’ forum, hosted by the Warrandyte Community Association (WCA) 
and their partners, is aimed at anyone who lives or works within the bushfire prone area. The agenda includes a look 
at the upcoming summer season, local interruptions that could have an effect on your emergency planning,  
insurance advice and some interesting case studies which explore the types of items or features surrounding a house 
that can increase the likelihood of it catching on fire. A panel of local emergencies agencies, emergency relief  
agencies and council officers will be on hand to answer questions from the audience.  
 
Make sure you bring along your personal emergency plan as you may wish to include information that you gain from 
the evening. 

When: 26 October 2017, 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm 
Where: Warrandyte Community Church, 57 Yarra Street 

Cost: Free 
Bookings: Bookings are essential. Please register via Eventbrite;  

safeashouseswarrandyte.eventbrite.com.au 
For further information please contact the WCA at info@warrandyte.org.au. 








